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Practice the Patience of the Farmer: Let the seed do its work

I.  It (the gospel) is powerful

II.   It (God’s Kingdom) will grow

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.  27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”  33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 

Once upon a time the LORD appeared to a man.  He promised this man that he would have a child.  This child would be special.  A descendant of this child’s family tree would one day crush the serpent’s head.  The man waited nine months.  No baby.  The man waited another nine months.  Again, no baby.  The man waited eleven years.  No baby.  Finally the man’s wife said to him, “I’m not getting any younger.  Here is my servant girl.  She is a young woman.  Maybe she will bear us a son.”  The servant girl had a baby.  The LORD was not happy.  He made the man wait another thirteen years.  After a total of twenty-four years the LORD appeared to the man again and specified, “Your wife will have a baby by this time next year.”  The man’s wife had a baby boy, just as the LORD had promised (Gen 15-21).

Once upon a time the LORD appeared to another man.  He said to him, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.” (Gen 8:22)  It’s been over 4500 years since that promise was made.  Since then farmers all around the globe have been planting seeds and harvesting their crops, just as the LORD promised.  Whether one must wait twenty-five years for a promised child to be born, or four months for a seed to yield its crop the LORD teaches us to be patient, patient, patient.

Today in Mark’s gospel Jesus uses two pictures, one of a farmer and the other of seeds.  With these two parables Jesus teaches us to practice the patience of the farmer; let the seed do its work.

I.  It (the gospel) is powerful

Have you ever heard of these things called hydro-crystals?  They come in a little pouch and look like little granules of salt.  When you add them to water they swell and expand.  How does it work?  I’m not exactly sure.  But I do know that a hydro-crystal is a superabsorbent polymer that holds over 400 times its weight in water and is made of the same material as my soft contact lenses.  I don’t know how it works but I do know that it works.  Most of you have planted seeds before, whether for flowers or vegetables.  You place this little tiny hard pebble like thing into the ground, cover it with dirt, add a little water and wah-lah!  A rose or a tomato plant or a little sapling appears.  Scientists can explain to you how a hydro-crystals works.  With all of their probing experiments and analysis the scientist cannot tell you why or how a seed germinates, grows and produces more seeds.

A farmer who plants the seed also does not understand how it grows.  But he knows that the power is in the seed.  And he shows complete confidence in that little seed.  Jesus said, “Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.”  The farmer goes about his day-to-day business while he waits patiently for the seed to grow.  While he lived here on earth Jesus acted very much like a farmer.  He cast the seed of his gospel wherever he went.  Jesus, when he planted the seed of the gospel, also showed complete confidence in that reliable seed of the gospel.  Christ’s words echo Isaiah 55:11, “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and will achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  The Farmer has now sent you and me to take over the farm, to plant the seed and to place the same confidence in that powerful seed as he did.

As farmers we gladly take the good news message from our Savior and scatter it in our neighborhoods, homes, the park, where we get our hair done, even in the workplace.  Sometimes we don’t have to wait very long to see a little sprout spring up after we planted the seed.  We get all excited and exclaim, “Yeah! It works!”  Other times we wait, and wait, and wait, and like Abraham become impatient.  Then, like Abraham, we wonder about the gospel promise.  Impatience leads to frustration.  Frustration leads to deviation from the mission plan: just sow the seed.  Then questions are asked, “Why aren’t more converted with the seed I spread?  What am I doing wrong?  What can I do differently to make the gospel more efficient?”  Then bad things happen.  Solid gospel preaching is abandoned.  Law is introduced and added to the gospel, adorning it with guilt and commands and phrases like, “You ought to be doing this.  You should do that.”  Jesus is set up as more of an example than a Savior.  Or maybe when the seed of the gospel doesn’t work as quickly as we’d like it to, then we just set down our basket of gospel seed and refuse to plant anymore.

We need to remember, soil without seed is dead.  So also the soil of the heart is dead without the seed of the gospel.  We need to remember that at one time the soil of our hearts was dead.  But then one day someone planted the seed of gospel in our hearts.  Maybe that seed worked instantly, for example at your baptism.  The Holy Spirit through the power of the gospel attached to the water made life spring up in  the dead soil of your soul, taking your damned soul and transforming it into a living soul.  Maybe the seed of the gospel was planted later in your life when someone spoke the message of the gospel to you.  Maybe the gospel seed was planted in your heart, and maybe it took many years later before that gospel message finally took root and grew in your heart.  Does that make the gospel any less effective or any less powerful, because it took time?  Absolutely not...  Paul in Romans 1:16 affirms this when he says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  The gospel is power.  It transformed your dead soul into a living soul.

The power of this seed still affects you today.  When you become frustrated, impatient, and look for alternative ways to make Jesus’ words more effective, when you abandon sowing the seed altogether the Lord says to you, “Dear farmer, don’t be impatient, don’t get frustrated.  Look at what my gospel can do.  It is power.  You don’t need to change it or add anything to it.  It works.  It may be small, but it packs a punch!”  Every time you witness a baptism, you remember when that seed of the gospel was planted in your heart, and the gospel grows.  Every time you hear the Word preached or taught, the seed of the gospel grows in your heart.  Every time you water your soul at the Lord’s Supper, you are reminded that this body and blood brings forgiveness to your soul, and the gospel grows in your heart.

So when you don’t see the results of your spiritual agricultural work, be patient, like the farmer, let the seed do its work.  All you can do, all you need to do, is plant it.  It is powerful.  While the parable of the growing seed taught us about the mysterious power of Christ’s word, the parable of the mustard seed presents a different truth.

II.   It (the kingdom) will grow
Jesus speaks in terms his audience can understand; the phenomenon of the mustard seed.  The next time you go to your grocery store, wander down the aisle where they sell the spices.  Look at the mustard seeds.  They are very tiny.  Did you know, that little mustard seed will produce a tree that is 8-10 feet tall!  A very fitting picture to illustrate God’s Kingdom of believers.  God’s kingdom, that is, all believers, began as a very small and insignificant group.  But it has grown into a very large tree, so big that the birds of the air can perch in its branches.  The planting of this small mustard seed began when the Father sent his Son to earth, a very insignificant beginning for such a large Church; a humble, lowly birth, rejected by his own people, he chose uneducated, ordinary men as apostles, these friends later desert him, he suffered death as a criminal, his people are persecuted… Yet despite its pitiful beginnings, the kingdom of God grew and grew and grew.  You remember what happened at Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit made flames of fire appear over the apostles’ heads and they spoke in different languages?  Peter preached to the crowd in Jerusalem and the book of Acts tells us, “3,000 were added to their number that day.”  3,000 in one day!  God’s kingdom continues to grow and extend to the furthest corners of the globe.  This is the Kingdom that will endure through all generations and in glory for all eternity.

Our congregation began a lot like God’s Kingdom, small and insignificant.  You might still say that about our little storefront church, small and insignificant.  And over the past 10-12 years there have been many ups and downs in membership numbers.  These past two years God has been good to us.  We’ve seen little spurts of growth here and there in membership.  Why is that?  What have we been doing different?  Is it our fairly new pastor?  Is it more outreach activity amongst the members?  Growth really has nothing to do with us.  Paul said in 1Corinthians, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”  You’re right.  You and I plant the seed of the gospel.  We may water it with God’s Word.  But the Holy Spirit is the only one can fan that little seed into a flaming and roaring faith.  The Holy Spirit is the only one that initiates growth.

And when we do not see growth, when we see declining numbers, we are quick to surmise, “What are doing wrong?  What can we do to grow?”  Many churches will offer ideas to grow your church.  There is no lack of church growth books, for example the one written by Rick Warren, “The Purpose-Driven Church.”  In those books emphasis is placed on the programs and activities the church offers.  Those are the things that grow a church, they say.  But they miss the point.  Scripture says, let the seed do its work.  Let God grow his church.  God uses us, his farmers, to scatter the seed of the gospel.  He is the one who makes that seed grow in someone’s heart.  He is the one who grows his church through the gospel.

So when you don’t see the tree growing, when it appears as if the tree is dwindling, don’t get frustrated.  Practice the patience of the farmer.  Let the seed do its work.  It will grow.  And when like Abraham, you become impatient, when you sow seed after seed after seed, practice the patience of the farmer.  Let the seed do its work.  It is very powerful.  God has promised it.  He will make it happen.  Amen.

Pentecost 4

June 25, 2006

       Faith Ev. Lutheran, Radcliff, KY

Mark 4:26-34





       Pastor Paul Horn

Practice the Patience of the Farmer: Let the seed do its work

I.  It (the gospel) is powerful

II.   It (God’s Kingdom) will grow

26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.  27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.  28 All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head.  29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”  30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?  31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.  32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”  33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand.  34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 
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Today in Mark’s gospel Jesus uses two pictures, one of a farmer and the other of seeds.  With these two parables Jesus teaches us to practice the patience of the farmer; let the seed do its work.

I.  It (the gospel) is powerful
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A farmer who plants the seed also does not understand how it grows.  But he knows that the power is in the seed.  And he shows complete confidence in that little seed.  Jesus said, “Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how.”  The farmer goes about his day-to-day business while he waits patiently for the seed to grow.  While he lived here on earth Jesus acted very much like a farmer.  He cast the seed of his gospel wherever he went.  Jesus, when he planted the seed of the gospel, also showed complete confidence in that reliable seed of the gospel.  Christ’s words echo Isaiah 55:11, “So is my word that goes out from my mouth: it will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and will achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  The Farmer has now sent you and me to take over the farm, to plant the seed and to place the same confidence in that powerful seed as he did.

As farmers we gladly take the good news message from our Savior and scatter it in our neighborhoods, homes, the park, where we get our hair done, even in the workplace.  Sometimes we don’t have to wait very long to see a little sprout spring up after we planted the seed.  We get all excited and exclaim, “Yeah! It works!”  Other times we wait, and wait, and wait, and like Abraham become impatient.  Then, like Abraham, we wonder about the gospel promise.  Impatience leads to frustration.  Frustration leads to deviation from the mission plan: just sow the seed.  Then questions are asked, “Why aren’t more converted with the seed I spread?  What am I doing wrong?  What can I do differently to make the gospel more efficient?”  Then bad things happen.  Solid gospel preaching is abandoned.  Law is introduced and added to the gospel, adorning it with guilt and commands and phrases like, “You ought to be doing this.  You should do that.”  Jesus is set up as more of an example than a Savior.  Or maybe when the seed of the gospel doesn’t work as quickly as we’d like it to, then we just set down our basket of gospel seed and refuse to plant anymore.

We need to remember, soil without seed is dead.  So also the soil of the heart is dead without the seed of the gospel.  We need to remember that at one time the soil of our hearts was dead.  But then one day someone planted the seed of gospel in our hearts.  Maybe that seed worked instantly, for example at your baptism.  The Holy Spirit through the power of the gospel attached to the water made life spring up in  the dead soil of your soul, taking your damned soul and transforming it into a living soul.  Maybe the seed of the gospel was planted later in your life when someone spoke the message of the gospel to you.  Maybe the gospel seed was planted in your heart, and maybe it took many years later before that gospel message finally took root and grew in your heart.  Does that make the gospel any less effective or any less powerful, because it took time?  Absolutely not...  Paul in Romans 1:16 affirms this when he says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  The gospel is power.  It transformed your dead soul into a living soul.

The power of this seed still affects you today.  When you become frustrated, impatient, and look for alternative ways to make Jesus’ words more effective, when you abandon sowing the seed altogether the Lord says to you, “Dear farmer, don’t be impatient, don’t get frustrated.  Look at what my gospel can do.  It is power.  You don’t need to change it or add anything to it.  It works.  It may be small, but it packs a punch!”  Every time you witness a baptism, you remember when that seed of the gospel was planted in your heart, and the gospel grows.  Every time you hear the Word preached or taught, the seed of the gospel grows in your heart.  Every time you water your soul at the Lord’s Supper, you are reminded that this body and blood brings forgiveness to your soul, and the gospel grows in your heart.

So when you don’t see the results of your spiritual agricultural work, be patient, like the farmer, let the seed do its work.  All you can do, all you need to do, is plant it.  It is powerful.  While the parable of the growing seed taught us about the mysterious power of Christ’s word, the parable of the mustard seed presents a different truth.

II.   It (the kingdom) will grow
Jesus speaks in terms his audience can understand; the phenomenon of the mustard seed.  The next time you go to your grocery store, wander down the aisle where they sell the spices.  Look at the mustard seeds.  They are very tiny.  Did you know, that little mustard seed will produce a tree that is 8-10 feet tall!  A very fitting picture to illustrate God’s Kingdom of believers.  God’s kingdom, that is, all believers, began as a very small and insignificant group.  But it has grown into a very large tree, so big that the birds of the air can perch in its branches.  The planting of this small mustard seed began when the Father sent his Son to earth, a very insignificant beginning for such a large Church; a humble, lowly birth, rejected by his own people, he chose uneducated, ordinary men as apostles, these friends later desert him, he suffered death as a criminal, his people are persecuted… Yet despite its pitiful beginnings, the kingdom of God grew and grew and grew.  You remember what happened at Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit made flames of fire appear over the apostles’ heads and they spoke in different languages?  Peter preached to the crowd in Jerusalem and the book of Acts tells us, “3,000 were added to their number that day.”  3,000 in one day!  God’s kingdom continues to grow and extend to the furthest corners of the globe.  This is the Kingdom that will endure through all generations and in glory for all eternity.

Our congregation began a lot like God’s Kingdom, small and insignificant.  You might still say that about our little storefront church, small and insignificant.  And over the past 10-12 years there have been many ups and downs in membership numbers.  These past two years God has been good to us.  We’ve seen little spurts of growth here and there in membership.  Why is that?  What have we been doing different?  Is it our fairly new pastor?  Is it more outreach activity amongst the members?  Growth really has nothing to do with us.  Paul said in 1Corinthians, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”  You’re right.  You and I plant the seed of the gospel.  We may water it with God’s Word.  But the Holy Spirit is the only one can fan that little seed into a flaming and roaring faith.  The Holy Spirit is the only one that initiates growth.

And when we do not see growth, when we see declining numbers, we are quick to surmise, “What are doing wrong?  What can we do to grow?”  Many churches will offer ideas to grow your church.  There is no lack of church growth books, for example the one written by Rick Warren, “The Purpose-Driven Church.”  In those books emphasis is placed on the programs and activities the church offers.  Those are the things that grow a church, they say.  But they miss the point.  Scripture says, let the seed do its work.  Let God grow his church.  God uses us, his farmers, to scatter the seed of the gospel.  He is the one who makes that seed grow in someone’s heart.  He is the one who grows his church through the gospel.

So when you don’t see the tree growing, when it appears as if the tree is dwindling, don’t get frustrated.  Practice the patience of the farmer.  Let the seed do its work.  It will grow.  And when like Abraham, you become impatient, when you sow seed after seed after seed, practice the patience of the farmer.  Let the seed do its work.  It is very powerful.  God has promised it.  He will make it happen.  Amen.

